
Defining Zero Textbook Cost (ZTC) 

Zero-Textbook-Cost (ZTC) classes have no textbook-related costs, including access fees for online 
materials. Such classes often use Open Educational Resources (OER) created under a Creative Commons 
(a public copyright license) that give people the ability to share, use, and build upon a work that has 
been created. They may also use class copies, library e-books, class sets of books, journals, open access 
course materials, or other sources so there is no cost to the student. 

 
Class sections at RCCD are designated as being ZTC if they meet any of the following: 

 If all assigned materials are optional for the section. 

 If all assigned materials are identified as Open Educational Resource 
(OER) textbooks. 

 If the library offers sufficient free access to textbooks, course readers, or other 
sources that require institutional access. 

 If there is no assigned textbook 

 
For a course to be marked as ZTC, required textbook materials must be available at no cost. This includes: 

 Textbooks and other text-


