
July 10, 2020 
 
To my Riverside Community College District Family: 
 
My name is Maha Ibrahim and I am a proud RCCD Graduate.  In 2004, I transferred from RCCD 
to UC Berkeley.  After graduating with honors from UC Berkeley in 2006 I worked for several 
years in the United States Congress and in the California State Assembly, respectively.  I then 
attended UCLA Law School and graduated with a Juris Doctorate in 2015.  I am a member of the 
California Bar and a full-time practicing Civil Rights Attorney.  Yesterday, I learned of the recent 
horrific events at the Norco Campus of RCCD.  Today, my heart aches for my first and forever 
California community



 
The MAGA protests at the Norco Campus attempting to intimidate, threaten, make unwelcome, 
“warn” and dishearten the Black people, indigenous people, people of color and allies that 
participated in the BLM march in late June 2020 illustrated in high relief both what RCCD is and 
what it is not.   
 
The actions of these counter protesters who choose to display their hatred, prejudices, bigotry 
and ignorant fears embodied in human form the very opposite of the sophistication, liberation, 
abilities in examination and analysis, and self-actualization my experience at RCCD granted me 
and so many other fortunate graduates for the last 100-plus years.  
 
Hannah Arendt, whom I first read as an RCCD student, warned us of the banality of evil.  The 
evil we face here has not even the composure to hide behind such ordinariness as the Nazi 
officers she was speaking of.  They have been emboldened by a red-faced preacher of greed 
and hate, and they believe all spaces are theirs as of right due to the color of their skin and the 
targets of their spite. 
 
I stand with current students, fellow alumni, and the entire RCCD community to say our 
institution is a sacred place of learning and opportunity, and it does not belong to you who seek 
to drown cries for freedom with shouts of hatred or close eyes of inquiry with visions of the 
brutality you threaten.  We will not accept your version of history and we will not acquiesce to 
your desires for homogony, exclusivity, and domination of resources and access.  We, the 
community of RCCD, believe in education and, because of that, we cannot, as Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. warned us against, passively accept either banal or blatant acts of evil. 
 
Again, I am a very proud alumni of an RCCD that has the temerity and clarity to stand for its 
students, all of its students, in these difficult times. 
 
RCCD and the California Community College system changed my life.  Its campuses and the 


