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What is faculty advisement?  
Faculty advisement is a process of mentorship and communication between faculty 
advisors and students that enhances the quality of a student’s college experience. 
Faculty advisors help students explore education and career goals as well as identify  
program pathways and appropriate courses. Faculty advisors also refer students to an 
array of college resources.  

 
Faculty Advisor -Counselor  Collaboration  
Ongoing collaboration among counseling and faculty advisors is core to the faculty 
advisement model. Counselors refer students to faculty advisors for subject-area 
expertise. Faculty refer students to counselors based upon specific guidelines. With the 
guidance of counseling faculty, faculty advisors provide services and information to 
students, and students should always be reminded to speak directly with a counselor for 
details and current information regarding transfer and degree and certificate 
requirements.  
 
Guiding Principles  

1. Faculty advisement is voluntary.  
2. There is value in counseling faculty collaborating with faculty of all disciplines to 

improve student success. 
3. Faculty advisers are experts in their discipline and can be significant in terms of 

providing specific information to students.  
4. Counseling faculty are experts in helping students navigate the requirements for 

certificate, degree, and transfer completion. Counselors must meet minimum 
qualifications under Title V . 

  
Role of Faculty Advisors 

1. Mentorship : Faculty advisors serve as a subject-area mentor for students. 
2. Providing information  regarding programs, career opportunities, and course 

selection in their disciplines.  
3. Referring students to appropriate services: the faculty advisor can provide 

a link for  the student with other essential services: counseling, financial aid, 
career center, veteran’s resource center, services for students with disabilities, 
tutoring center, health center, etc. Faculty advisor training must include learning 
to recognize when referrals back to counseling are necessary. 

4. Coordinating with counseling departments: non -counseling faculty are 
excellent resources for discipline-related information; counseling faculty can 
provide comprehensive training on skills and strategies necessary for successful 
advising. Instructors who advise and the counselors who train them share the 
responsibility to make faculty -advising activities a supplement to, rather than a 
replacement for, counseling services. 

Role of Counseling  
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1. Counseling required when the student needs more than the discipline-specific 
information  

2. 


