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NEWS - The collection of news articles are related to COVID-19. The inclusion or order of articles is not intended to reflect their importance, nor is it intended to
endorse the political viewpoints or affiliations included in news coverage.

What immunity did having COVID-19 give me? Do | still need a vaccine?
e Does a coronavirus infection provide protective immunity?

0 Though protection is decent for those who have previously had COVID-19, health experts say it is not as strong as when
people get vaccinated.

0 A prior infection offers protection in the range of 80%, compared to about 95% for the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines, said
Dr. John Wherry, director of the Institute for Immunology at the Perelman School of Medicine at the University of
Pennsylvania. That means about 15 to 20 out of every 100 people who have previously had COVID-19 could get reinfected,
while 5 out of every 100 people who got an mRNA vaccine might get infected.
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https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2108891
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2108891
https://whyy.org/articles/does-the-coronavirus-delta-variant-mean-ill-need-a-vaccine-booster/
https://whyy.org/articles/what-immunity-did-having-covid-19-give-me-do-i-still-need-a-vaccine/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-53248660
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-52446965

As U.S. promotes booster shots against Covid, moral questions arise over vaccine equity

e "We're planning to hand out extra life jackets to people who already have life jackets, while we're leaving other people to drown
without a single life jacket,” a WHO official said.

e The announcement Wednesday by top U.S. health officials that booster shots against Covid-19 will be offered to all Americans
beginning next month has spurred renewed criticism about existing vaccine inequities and fears that the world's poorer nations
will remain unprepared for new and potentially deadlier variants of the coronavirus.

e As the Biden administration formally released its plan, officials and scientists with the World Health Organization and other
international public health experts forcefully pushed back at it as "immoral” and "unconscionable."

https://www.nbchews.com/health/health-news/u-s-promotes-booster-shots-against-covid-moral-qguestions-arise-n1277092

California seeing signs delta-fueled COVID surge is slowing
e California enters a crucial phase in its battle against the Delta variant this week — the reopening of schools — with some hopeful
signs: The number of people being infected and falling seriously ill with COVID-19 is no longer accelerating at dramatic rates and
even beginning to flatten in some areas.
e Many experts are optimistic over the progress, but some officials stressed it's too early to know definitively whether the surge

caused by the highly contagious strain is peaking
https://ktla.com/news/local-news/california-seeing-signs-covid-surge-is-slowing/

Blue Shield's COVID-19 vaccine oversight winds down in California

e Tapped in January to oversee the state's COVID-19 vaccine rollout, Blue Shield of California largely has stepped back from that
role, according to the Los Angeles Times.

e The insurer's $15 million contract to oversee California's vaccine rollout was riddled with controversy, as it proved difficult to get
county and provider buy-in. While California Gov. Gavin Newsom and Blue Shield of California leadership have said the insurer's
oversight sped up distribution and helped saved lives, results from the rollout remain unclear, according to the Times.

e The company’s reduced role announced last month closes a controversial chapter in the state’s ongoing efforts to combat
COVID-19, one that began with questions about the Newsom administration’s handling of who should be first in line when
supplies were limited and culminated in the governor’s surprising decision to put the insurance giant, a longtime political donor,
in charge.

e State officials say Blue Shield will remain in an “advisory role” for the duration of its contract with the state, which ends in
December. That role allows the state to increase Blue Shield’s involvement or seek advice from company officials if a COVID-19
variant requires the state to ramp up distribution of additional vaccine doses, according to a spokesperson from the department
of public health.

https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/payer-issues/blue-shield-s-covid-19-vaccine-oversight-winds-down-
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https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/u-s-announces-plan-offer-boosters-all-americans-starting-late-n1277059
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/covax-why-biden-s-billions-won-t-fix-covid-vaccine-n1258816

Parents pull kids from schools as district bucks CDC guidance and board member spreads misinformation

e It's the third week of school in Cobb County, Georgia, and many parents are livid with what they perceive to be the district's lax
Covid-19 protocols and dangerous misinformation being disseminated by a school board member via his official email account.

e Some parents, including those with children suffering from asthma and one whose 13-year-old has a flagging immune system after
fending off a rare leukemia as a younger child, are taking their kids out of school, they told CNN.

e | shouldn't have to choose between my children's life and school. That's a no-brainer. I choose my kids."

e Parents describe a bait-and-switch situation. They were asked to choose between virtual and in-person learning in the spring, they
say, when the school system was taking precautions --
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